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ABSTRACT 

Rural poverty in Sindh, Pakistan, has been 
artificially created by low prices of wheat, fixed by the federal 
government's price control board. Agriculture and agro~based 
industries account for 80 percent of the country's labor force. Among 
the consequences of this price control are low margins of profit to 
the farming community; low capacity to adequately develop farm land; 
low wages to farmers; and malnutrition in farm families, resulting in 
mental retardation and low I.Q. in children. Prices are controlled to 
provide cheap labor to industry. Other factors that contribute to 
poverty in Sindh are: loans against rural property are allowed at 10 
percent of property value, compared to 75 percent for urban property; 
feudalist remnants in society discourage education among the masses 
to keep them poor and ignorant; and rural property owners lost their 
land to money lenders during the post-World War I depression. Poverty 
has affected family attitudes, economic conditions of the family, and 
the intellectual level of parents, all of which have affected the 
education of children. The education system needs to be reshaped to 
meet new social demands and should emphasize primary education, 
formal and technical education, adult literacy programs, equal 
education, and vocational education. A table shows the real value of 
50 kg of wheat in terms of 1950 prices, for the years 1950-87. 
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Abstract . 

The rural poverty in Sindh has been artificially created. The 

responsibility lies on the Federal Government’s Price Control Board. 
At the time of independence in 1947, agriculture was the dominating 
sector, contributing 53% of Gross Domestic Products (GDP). In 1987, 
40 years after the formation of Pakistan, it contributed only 25& of 
GDP, still providing employment to more than 50% of the country’s total 
labour-force. Agriculture and Agro-based industries accounts for 80% 
of country’s total labour-force. The present prices of wheat in 1995 

at Rs.160 per 40 kgs, is about 46.34 of 1975 prices in terms of real 

prices. Between 1975 and 1995 Pak Rupee Visa-Vis US Dollar has depreciated 
from Rs . 9 . 90 to Rs.31.00 per US$1.00. The US Dollar in turn has also 

depreciated to 0.3329 of 1975 its value. This justifies the price of 
wheat to do increased by 10 times fixed by the Government to that of 
1975 or Rs.396.5 per 40 kgs, against Rs.160 as fixed by the Government. 

The net result is that the returns from rural earning are less than 

half of the urban earning. This has lead to poverty conditions for 

the past five decades in rural areas. This in turn has effected biological 
factors namely: 

- Family attitude. 

Economic conditions of family. 

- Intellectual level of parent. 

Poverty has affected all these three factors and these in turn have 

affected the education of the children. 

Family attitude. 

The family relationship, educational standard of the parents, number 
of the family members, family attitude towards the education, these 
factors ultimately effect on the achievement of the student. 

Economic condition. 

The economic condition of the parents lead to the level of education 
of children as well as the level of completion of their study.. The 
study shows in the families of low economic standards, their children 
face more economic problem, which reduce their level of achievement, 
though in a few cases there is no effect of socio-economic status on 
high achievement of the children. 

Intellectual level of the parents. 

It effects on the relationship between 
in to effect on the academic achievement. 
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54-D, Block-9, Clifton, Karachi-75600, PAKISTAN. 

Fax: (9221) 5830826 & 572231 & 5874451 AND (92221) 860410. 

Introduction . 

The Province of Sindh lies in the Southern part of Pakistan and extends from 
23°-35' to 28°-30* and 66°-42* to 71°-10'E, with and area of approximately 143,000 
sq. kms , of which about 5.5 million hectares or 55,000 kms are irrigated from the 
river Indus. The population of Sindh as of today is about 30 millions. 

Rural poverty. 

The rural poverty in Sindh has been artificially created. The responsibility 
lies on the Federal Government's Price Control Board. At the time of independence 
in 1947, agriculture was the dominating sector, contributing 53% of Gross Domestic 
Products (GDP). In 1987, 40 years after the formation of Pakistan, it contributed 
only 25% of GDP, still providing employment to more than 50% of the country's total 
labour-force. Agriculture and Agro-based industries accounts for 80% of country's 
total labour-force. The present prices of wheat in 1995 at Rs.160 per 40 kgs, is 
about 46.34 of 1975 prices in terms of real prices. Between 1975 and 1995 Pak Rupee 
Visa-Vis US Dollar has depreciated from Rs.9.90 to Rs . 31 . 00 per US$1.00. The US 
Dollar in turn has also depreciated to 0.3329 of 1975 its value. This justifies the 
price of wheat to do increased by 10 times fixed by the Government to that of 1975 
or Rs.396.5 per 40 kgs, against Rs.160 as fixed by the Government. 
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Consequences of price control. 

Consequences of low prices of agricultural commodities arc: 

* Low margins of profit to the fanning community. 

* Low capacity of develop the land further. 

* Lack of interest in spending on inputs like, water management, ground water 
development. irrigation techniques for saving water, applying optimum 
fertiliser, procuring better seeds, optimum use of plant protection measures, 
capital cost on structures for efficient farming, precision land levelling, 
introducing new crops and etc. 

* Lack of inputs further reduces ability to spend on input and low level of 
yields are maintained. The yields of all agricultural commodities including 
fruits, vegetables, grasses are l/3rd of those in advanced countries. 

* Low salaries to farm labour. 

* Low ability of farmer to improve his lot, as well as that of his family. 

* He cannot support his family and has to economise on food in-take, wear cheap 
clothes, move bare-footed. 

* The low standards of food further cause diseases in the family and high 
mortality as well as low life expectancy. 

* The farm family is not able to earn required calories of food For rural Sindh 
che present average is 1600 Kilo calories for females and 2000 kilo calories 
for males falling short by 20Z, which is acquired by browsing of wild plant- 
food* like berries, young leaves of peas and beans, stolen vegeta cs an 
sugar cane and doing extra jobs at home or out side for some one. 

* The food of most of rural labour force, tenant farmers and small owner cultivar 
has been reduced to cereals taken with tea or occasionally with peas and 

beans. 

* Animal protein is taken hardly once a month. 

* Milk is produced for sale and poor of above classes hardly take it. 

* The research of past 20 years has shown chat if at least 1 *6 mil * “ ’ "°'j 
taken by children under 14 years, they become mentally retarded and stupid 
and- this is common occurrence in Sindh of Co-day i.e.. new population from 
poor class is low in I.Q and is mentally retarded. 

Why prices are controlled? 

* Prices arc controlled to provide cheap labour to the industry The industry 

exports manufactured good at international prices and over and above that 
they earn bonus. Thus the industry makes high margin of profits. and they P 
expanding and putting new industries from the profits. The erty labour can 
fichc for che wages but they are provided cheap grains. vegetables, meat. 

.f. . fruic T hcy arc also provided free medical assistance, the bill being 

I . . » per vorkcr's felly. heave salary, gratuity .ad 

assistance takes hi. to hi. ho.e village on vacation or provide 
extra money for family if he stays in the. town he works in. He raised no 
voice Z if he doe's, wages are increased slightly and industrialist is 

allowed to make profits. 

* As against this 100Z of land owners are bankrupt and almost all of them cake 
loans from banks for raising crops annually. 

* | 0 ; lll!; 1 1. 1 Industry arc allowed against urban property and arc allowed at 75Z 

of value of property. Loans against land are paid on unit basts. A land o 
A0 units is sold at Rs . A0 . 000-50 . 000 per acre but che land owner can j, 
only Rs.3,000 for development from banks i.e., 10 7. or less of value. 
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There are many other factors which contribute to the creation of poverty 
in Sindh; 

* Fedualis t remants in Sindh Society. Fedualists discourage education among 
masses and try to keep population poor and ignorant. 

* Attempts of the past Sindhi societies to develop self-sufficient economies 
in the rural areas and such self-sufficient economy caused imobility of 
Sindh Society. 

* Sindh’s economic patterns; cereal, cotton and sugar cane culture, the prices 
of which are controlled at very low rates and this caused backwardness in 
the rural areas. 

* Sindhi Hindus that concentrated in large towns. The modern education by the 
British started in big towns and rural areas were neglected. The economic 
depression of the post World War— 1 cause loss of ownership of land to rural 
Sindhis, who took loans against agriculture land from urban rich and rural 
business-men connected with them and not being able to pay back had their 
lands confiscated to money lenders. 

It will not be possible for any Government to increase the price by 2.5 
times over night but it can be done over a period of 3 to 4 years. Increasing 
prices will result in increasing yields, as farmers will spend more on inputs, 
spend more on land improvmeent , watercourse improvement, drainage and new 
crops. They will also be able to spend on horticultural crops and education. 
Another advantage of increasing price of wheat and rice, will be that smuggling 
of wheat, rice and other edible grains to Iran, Afghanistan and India will stop 
as our prices will be higher than their international prices. 

The net result of price control is that the returns from rural earning are 
less than half of the urban earning. This has lead to poverty conditions for 
the past five decades in rural areas. This in turn has effected biological 

factors namely: 

Family attitude. 

Economic conditions of the family. 

Intellectual level of parents. 

Poverty has all these three factors and these in turn have affected the 

education of the children. 

The literacy in Pakistan based on 1981 Census is 26.2%. The Pakistan system 
of education is based on its own ideology and is designed to perpetuate its own 
cultural values. The education system must full-fill elements like physical, 
moral and spirtual needs of the changing society. In order to fight all anti- 
social tendencies such as frustration, corruption, sectarianism, provincialism 
and religionism, we need to increase educational program, which will reduce 
such activities. 

Family attitude. 

The economic condition affect factors like; family relationship, educational 

standard of the parents, number of the family members, family attitude towards 

the education, ultimately affect on the achievement of the students in the 
family . 

The level of income in the family has direct relationship with the standard 
of educaiton. The roles family teachers and leaders in the society are basic 
source of ideas in the nation. The cultural vacuum is created when educational 
standards do not meet demands of the society. The purpose of social activities 
is to stimulate interest in national and international affairs and to provide 
social and educational facilities to the students. The family can also help in 
language-skill awareness, which will help in reading ability. 



ERIC 



10 




Economic condition. 



Page-6 



The economic condition of the parents lead to the level of education of 
children as well as the level of completion of their study. The study shows 
in the families of low economic standards, the children face economic problem, 
which reduce their level of achievement, though in a few cases there is no 
effect of socio-economic status so high achievement of the children. 

The economy of the country can be improve by scientific education and 
education will become instrumental in socio-economic changes toward progress 
of any, society. 

* Economic and industrial development in any country brings changes in the 
educational system. In order to meet new demands, we should consider, 
firstly of the problems being generated by the changes in our economic and 
social set-up, and secondly consider the modern education requirements 
training of students under changing conditions. 

* In recent years, industrialisation has caused a rapid migration of 
population to the cities. This has brought with it inevitable social 
upheaval and social problems in the country. The dependence upon foreign 
aid and political stability of the country has also affected the country’s 
social and education standards as well its system, which makes the stagnancy 
in the economic life and also industrial development, resulting in to week 
social upheaval and devaluation of some accepted values of the societies. 

In order to overcome these difficulties we have to provide various 
alternatives to safeguard the old and vanishing values, which are creating 
moral vacuum in our society. We need to plan for stability in the society 
and the country. 



Intellectual level of the parents. 

It effects the relationship between the parent teacher-pupil resulting into 
academic achievement of pupil. 



* The change in and educational system is necessary due to new conditions and 
society demands. The existing opportunities available for informal education 
are inadequate in quality as well as in quantity. The aim of the education 
is the development of the individual personality with contemporary trends « 
In order to develop physical, moral, spiritual and emotional value in 
students, we need more time than only school hours. This means that the 
personality only be developed in the student by continuing the process of 
educaiton outside school hours. 



* The education and training suffers seriously because lack of 
opportunities, lack of self consciousness and unhappiness in life. 
The solution lies . 



training 



* The training of students to develop a new and integrated society, having 
the ideological and social uplift programs for the country. 

* As our society becomes sophisticated and economically better off, the 
education system should change according to the demands of the society. 

* The education system can be improved by better planning, management and 
boosting the research activities. 

* The curriculum should be changed according to scientific needs of society 
and the curriculum should be changed accordingly. 

* The education system can easily be improved by doing research and analysis 
of the problems and the appropriate solutions. 



* Encourage privatization of education. 
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* Teachers must undergo refresher courses every 3 4 years. 

* The Government must put more emphasis on primary education formal and 
technical education and increase adult literacy programme The education 
must be diverted toward job oriented and after education, student must g 
enough opportunities for practising education. 

All these will lead to better economical development of the country. 
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